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The minimum length of time for a public comment
period is 30 days.  A public hearing or a public meet-
ing may be held if it is determined that there is a sig-
nificant amount of public interest. If a hearing or
meeting is going to be held, a public notice will be
printed in the local newspaper of major circulation in
the area affected by the facility.

Any comments submitted during either comment
period will be considered prior to finalization of the
permit.  After considering comments, the administra-
tive authority might decide to change some condi-
tions in the permit, might decide to require some
additional controls to be installed at the facility,
might decide that no changes need to be made, or
might decide to deny the permit.  

If the decision is made to issue the permit, it is pre-
pared by the permit writer, reviewed by the individu-
als mentioned earlier, and signed by the administra-
tive authority.  It is then routed to the applicant and
to the DEQ file room.  

Any person who commented on the permit and
requested to be notified of the final decision will be
notified at this point.  The department will prepare a
response-to-comments document to show how the
comments were addressed.
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When the department receives an application for a
water discharge permit (LPDES), it goes to the
Application Verification (AV) Group where it is checked
for administrative completeness. That means we
check to see that all the necessary information has
been submitted and the request for the permit
begins its process.

However, if we don't have everything we need, we ask
the applicant for additional information. Once every-
thing is received and the application is administra-
tively complete, we notify the applicant.  

After determining that the application is administra-
tively complete, the AV Group sends the application to
the appropriate permitting section. The permit writer
will conduct a technical review on the application.
That means he makes sure that the calculations in
the application are correct and that all the dis-
charges at the site are accounted for.

If the permit writer needs more information, he will
contact the applicant and stay in touch until every-
thing is received.

After all necessary information has been received
from the applicant, the permit writer then starts
preparing the draft or preliminary draft permit. He
asks for information from other groups in DEQ. This
information includes maps, recommendations for
biomonitoring requirements, recommendations for
pretreatment requirements and information about
the receiving stream.   

After getting all information/data/recommendations
from within DEQ, the permit writer looks at previous
permits that might have been issued to the applicant,
any inspections that might have been done at the
facility and any compliance problems there might
have been at the site.

After looking at all currently available information, if it
appears appropriate to issue a permit for the
activity, the draft or preliminary draft permit is routed
for review.

Note: If the facility is rated as a minor facility, the dis-
charge is generally less than one million gal-
lons per day.  For a minor facility, a draft permit
is developed.  If the facility is rated as a major
facility, the discharge is generally more than
one million gallons per day.  For a major facili-
ty, a preliminary draft is developed and goes
through review and approval by the
Environmental Protection Agency before it is
presented as a draft permit.

The review chain for a draft permit  includes one
or more of the following: the permit writer's
supervisor, manager, technical reviewer, administra-
tor, and the administrative authority (the secretary or
his official designee). After final internal approval, the
draft permit is forwarded to the Public Participation
Group.

The Public Participation Group publishes a notice in a
local newspaper of major circulation in the area
affected by the facility.  Also, the public notice is sent
by mail to all individuals on the department's mailing
list.  If an individual has requested notification by
email, the notice is sent that way as well.

When a draft permit is put out for public comment,
the information that went into the drafting of that per-
mit is separated and placed in the LDEQ Public
Records Center. That information will be made up of
the application and any additional information that
was submitted by the applicant or compiled by the
permit writer and the fact sheet or statement of basis.
The documents remain there during the public
comment period.
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